	Forge FC @ York 9 FC May 25, 2019                                                

	

	Teams:    Forge FC @ York 9 FC
Goalscorers:   Forge FC: Nanco 70’, Borges 78’
 
	Competition:  Canadian Premier League 

	

	Date:     May 25, 2019
	Scout:    Alf De Blasis


HOW THEY LINED UP: 
Forge FC (4-1-3-2)


23 Novak


14 Welshman
3 Cisse


10 Bekker 


19 Borges
13 Achinioti-Jonson
5 Krutzen


21 Owundi
4 Samuel 

8 Frano 
1 Henry
Second Half: (4-1-4-1)

7 Choiniere




19 Borges


10 Bekker
6 Awuah

11 Nanco

13 Achinioti-Jonson

5 Krutzen


21 Owundi
4 Samuel 

8 Frano 

1 Henry

	FORMATION COMMENTS

	Forge FC started in a very attack minded 4-1-3-2 with Achinioti-Jonson in a defensive holding position just ahead of the backline while Bekker was allowed the freedom to roam from the middle of the park to either flank. Novak was the primary target man with Welshman acting as a second striker. 
In the second half, Welshman was replaced by Nanco who lined up on the right side of midfield while Borges switched to the left flank, effectively changing the formation to a 4-1-4-1. Later, Awuah replaced Cisse in midfield and Novak was substituted by Choiniere.  


	KEY POINTS

	General
	Forge produced three shots on target in the first 15 minutes that severely tested York 9 GK Nathan Ingham. Overall, Forge was better in all phases of the game: strong and balanced at the back, quick in transition and effective on the attack, producing 13 shots, 7 of which were on target.  The attacking midfielder Bekker would drop deep frequently to collect the ball and distribute and often drifted out wide to either flank.


	Defence
	The four defenders were steady and provided adequate cover for one another. The two centre backs, Owundi and Samuel, won most of the aerial duels and blocked a high number of shots and the entire group was responsible for 13 defensive clearances as well as 8 interceptions.  


	Midfield
	Forge’s passing with pace and overall distribution from midfield unsettled York 9 in the early stages of the game.  Bekker completed the highest number of passes, 43, with an 84% accuracy, second highest on the team.  He also created six chances and provided the assist on both goals. 
Their transition play led directly to the first goal as Cisse intercepted a ball across the middle of the park and led a 3 v 3 before pushing the ball out wide to the right for Bekker, who cut it back into the middle of the area for Nanco to finish. 


	Attack
	Borges was a constant threat from the right flank, attacking the York 9 backline with pace and precision dribbling. He continued his strong play in the second half from the opposite flank. He won 13 of 19 duels and capped off his day with a stunning left footed strike from a designed set piece for Forge’s second goal. His mesmerising dribbling created the free kick on the edge of the York 9 area. From the set piece, taken virtually from the end touchline, Bekker played the ball towards the centre of the area, Nanco dummied and let the ball roll on for Borges to strike at goal. 



	THE TEAM

	Triston Henry
	Strong presence in the box, organized his backline effectively, faced 5 shots and saved all 5 with ease. 


	

	Daniel Krutzun
	Strong, athletic left back who provided good cover for his centre backs. Won 2 of 3 tackles and 4 of 9 duels. He also provided 3 crosses and completed 35 passes. 


	
	

	

	Bertrand Owundi 
	Not an overly tall centre back but brave and fearless and a commanding presence. Made 4 clearances and 2 interceptions. Very good playing out of the back, completing 31 passes. 


	

	Dominic Samuel
	Like his partner, not an overly tall centre back but a strong and dominant presence. Made a team high 5 clearances and completed 2 interceptions. Also played a high number of passes, 30, out of the back. 


	

	Giuliano Frano 
	Tall, athletic right back patrolled his area effectively, providing 36 passes for a 78% accuracy rating.  He also won 2 of 5 duels and made 2 clearances. 


	

	Alexander Achinioti-Jonsson
	Very effective as a holding midfielder positioned just in front of the back four. Steady and calm in possession. Defensively, he won 3 of 3 tackles and 5 of 11 duels and his distribution was good, producing 35 passes for a 77% accuracy rating. 


	

	Elimane Cisse’
	Calm and cool under pressure. Alert and disciplined reader of the play. His interception and smart, timely outlet pass led directly to Forge’s first goal. Possessed the highest passing accuracy of entire team completing 34 passes for an exceptional 88.2% rating.  Played 71 minutes, replaced by Awuah. 


	

	Kyle Bekker
	Probably his best overall performance of the season. Showed all the characteristics of a take-charge attacking midfielder. Produced a game-high 43 passes, 2 of which led directly to Forge’s goals. Ventured often out wide to both flanks collecting balls and distributing passes with speed and agility. 


	

	Tristan Borges 
	Man of the match performance. Dominant 1 v 1 player comfortable on both flanks with a skill for tight, controlled dribbling. His dribbling ability led to the foul that produced the second Forge goal, which he scored with a raking left foot shot to the far post. Played 35 passes and 2 crosses and won a team high 13 of 19 duels. All 3 of his shots were on target


	

	Emery Welshman
	Generally a target man, was asked to be more of a supporting striker to Novak. Found seams between the lines and created space for himself but not efficient with his ball handling. Produced 5 shots but only 1 on target, passer rating was a team low 61.5%, but he won 50% of his duels. Replaced after 50 minutes by Nanco.


	

	Anthony Novak
	Powerfully built striker who frequently caused panic in the York 9 back four with his ability to hold the ball up, lay off and turn with pace.  Pressured the opposition defence into turnovers and pounced on errors however only produced 1 shot. Replaced after 80 minutes by Choiniere. 


	

	Substitutes:

	Chris Nanco
	Quick and agile winger, made an immediate impact once he came into the game for Welshman, with his darting runs and high intensity. Scorer of the first Forge goal after following up as the trailing man in the counterattack. 


	

	Kwame Awuah
	Replaced Cisse’ after the first Forge goal. More of a defensive stabilizer in midfield, and with a calm demeanour, he won 3 of 6 duels and helped preserve the victory. 


	

	David Choiniere
	Replaced Novak after second Forge goal but only played 10+ minutes. Did not have a significant impact on the match. 


	


	SET PIECES:

	Free-Kicks:

Free kick deep in York 9 defensive third won by Borges on the edge of the box and virtually at the end line to the right of the York 9 keeper. Bekker played the set piece back to the top of the box, aided by the dummy from Nanco, to Borges who struck a powerful left foot volley to the opposite post for the second Forge goal  



	ASSESSMENT:

	Forge FC was clearly the better team on the day, dominating the play, particularly in midfield where Bekker outshone his opposite number Aparicio and Borges had no equal as he rampaged down the flanks, frequently outwitting his opponents. A steady, resolute and balanced backline allowed Forge to be creative and industrious in midfield and that ability produced several excellent scoring chances. The switch to a 4-1-4-1 in the second half gave Forge the ability to exploit width and Nanco’s entrance into the game gave Forge an added attacking threat which paid off as he was instrumental in both goals. Tactically, Forge was superior and the adjustments made in game were directly responsible for the outcome. The interesting thing about Forge on the day is that its head coach Bobby Smyrniotis was serving a suspension so was not on the team bench as he was replaced by his assistant, Peter Reynders.


	OPPONENTS FORMATION

	York 9 FC (4-1-4-1):



                        12 Adjei

  22 Gattas

10 Aparicio 

          19 Porter            18 Telfer

23 Murofoshi

20 Abzi

13 Gasparotto
2 Gogarty

3 Doner

29 Ingham




